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Last week in a city outside of Orlando, I sat in a class of kindergarteners and watchedThe Home Movieat their school. After the film, the children gathered in the library
for a group discussion on the movie and its themes and issues. A teacher summarized the groupís reactions by saying, "This movie is important because it shows how
powerful and dangerous children can be. The film is about how to get along with other children, and to learn to live with different kinds of people and cultures." After

watching this film on their own, kids are able to see how they may create great or insidious harm to others. Maybe thats what makes it so powerful? The children were
able to see an example of destructive behavior in one of the characters. The kid who hacked into the familys computer and sent the fake message. The tremendous
response to the campaign exposed a wonderful coincidence. Two years ago when Waters was asked to provide an introduction for a grand opening in Los Angeles of

the brand new John Waters museum by the founders of Waters long-time partner, the National Student Theater, he marveled at the chronology. Hairspray was
released in 1988 and it just seemed so damn easy to get into those exact right theaters and time slots for opening weekend that you could call it. For some reason, a
lot of theaters and almost every region wanted to show the movie, even though it was rated R. This is what happened to us on the East Coast. I tell this story over and
over and I always get the same response," he says. Waters movie received an R rating in every state except North Dakota, where the film got an X rating. New York

has always had a huge honor society and every year its best theater owners and producers get together to vote on the New York Times Critics pick and they vote
Hairspray number one all the time. They never bother to go to the movie to see if it has an R or an X rating; theyre only interested in the New York Times Critics pick.
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"I thought, if this is the case here, there must be a reason. So we called the New York Times director and said, Im really sorry, but to our shock, hes only interested in
the movie if it has an X rating. One day, I got a call from a screenwriter friend of ours. This was in 1994 and we were still doing Pink Flamingos. He said, dont tell me,
John; why did you give that movie an X? And I said, it was about sex, and drugs, and ickiness, its not for kids. Hes horrified. Hes not a New York Times Critics kind of

person and hes not a movie person. We werent just competing against other movies on the same day, we were competing against the whole world of publishing. When
I wrote my first book, I wrote with no money, because I just had to write what was in me. Nobody paid me and I didnt have to win any Emmys for acting. I got a fan

letter from Lenny Bruce, one of my idols, and he said, Ive got a great deal: If your next movie is a huge hit, Ill let you use my name. Telluride’s only cinemas are in the
movie theatre district within walking distance of the Festival’s headquarters, the Regent Theatre. You’ll find a more intimate feel and a great variety of programming
choices. You see the same thing on tv shows, commercials. This is because oftentimes high school movies are arent developed by Hollywood professionals but are
made by students. When they meet with their teachers theyre basically making it up on the spot. And then it turns into a bad production. And it usually isnt over-

written either. On one of the big networks, theyre making a bunch of TV shows based on movies in the trash. 5ec8ef588b
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