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Minister Manohar Parrikar retires on December 24. The name of P.A. Azad, who is currently the

general secretary of the ruling BJP in the Goa unit, has been put forward for the post but the
governing party is yet to make a formal announcement. Keshari is learnt to have met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Monday in Delhi. The Goa unit of the BJP has been under the Ram

Dev Prabhudesai Goa since the last general elections. Keshari is son of former Goa Chief
Minister and Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar. He is also very close to Vijay Rupani,

incumbent Goa Chief Minister. The Union Housing and Urban Affairs ministry has already
placed a proposal for the names of eligible BJP candidates for chairing the state Cabinet

meetings after the former CM’s retirement on December 24. Sources in the party say the
leader is not the favourite for the post. On Tuesday, Goa Pradesh Congress Committee

president Girish Chodankar was also given an extension to steer the party till December 20.
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